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disclosed by the reduction, only a month
before the outbreak of war, of the effective
strength of the army by ten thousand men, in
announcing which Ollivier declared: " The
Government has no uneasiness whatsoever;
at no epoch was the peace of Europe more
assured."

But Napoleon, at least, had no illusions.   From
Marshal Niel he had learned long before that the
army sorely needed re-equipping, and his doubts
had been awakened as to the loyalty of the
troops by the fact that in the recent plebiscite no
less than fifty thousand votes had been given in
the army for the opposition.   So, when the ques-
tion of the declaration of war was being considered
by the Council of Ministers, he requested guar-
antees of success before approving such a drastic
step.   Was the army prepared for war ?   " There
is not so much as the button of a gaiter missing ! "
proudly retorted Marshal Leboeuf, the incom-
petent Minister of War.   Nevertheless, Napoleon
still had his doubts, but he was helpless to resist
the public outcry for revenge, the solid determina-
tion of his Ministers, and the frenzy of the Em-
press, who had openly boasted  " This is my
war !"    Realising that if he opposed the will
of the  Government  and  the  nation  his  fall
was   certain,   whereas   a   successful   campaign
would   restore   his   popularity   and   save   his